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Ordering Oncology Chemotherapy Regimens/PowerPlans 

 

The following topics review and expand related to Ordering Oncology Chemotherapy Regimens and 

PowerPlans: 

 Terms to understand when ordering Oncology plans 

 PowerPlan Note Types 

 Placing an Oncology Regimen 

o Pre-treatment plan 

o Baseline Lab phase 

o Diagnostic phase 

o Chemotherapy phase 

o Scheduling phase 

 Prescription Ordering 

 

Terms to Understand when Ordering Oncology Plans 

1. PowerPlan:  

 One individual order set or cycle of treatment  

 The orders are broken out into phases of treatment and days of treatment  

 PowerPlans are indicated by  icon 

 Oncology PowerPlans are indicated with a “P” suffix indicating PowerPlan. (ex: ONCP BR 

BRAVA7) 

 

NOTE: Prescription only plans are built as PowerPlans, not Regimens. Please refer to 

Oncology Prescription Help Topics to review Oncology prescription ordering and plans. 
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2. Regimen:  

 A grouping of PowerPlans or individual cycles of treatment  

 One regimen may equal an entire protocol   

 Regimens are indicated by icon 

 The naming convention for Regimens varies slightly from that of PowerPlans in that the “P” 

indicating PowerPlan is removed, (ex: ONC BR BRAVA7) 

3. Phases:  

 Oncology PowerPlans are groups of orders categorized by phases, such as Chemotherapy, labs, 

diagnostics and scheduling which allow for orders within a PowerPlan to be processed at different 

time points  

 The chemotherapy, diagnostic, and lab phases are future orders which require order completion 

(final doses) and activation  

 The scheduling and prescription phases are set to order now allowing for chemo appointments to 

be scheduled in advance and prescriptions to be processed and picked up now  

4. Zero Time Orders - added to PowerPlans as an anchor order to allow accurate timing and 

sequencing on the eMAR (Electronic Medication Administration Record). No additional action is 

required for time zero order within plans. 
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PowerPlan Note Types 

1. Blue note types divide the PowerPlan into phase headings (e.g. Chemotherapy, Next Cycle 

Labs, Prescriptions, Scheduling) 

2. Green note types divide the PowerPlan into sections (e.g. Pre-Chemo Metrics, Pre-

Medications, Treatment Regimen, Post-Treatment)  

3. Teal note types are specific to nursing and provide instructional information to the clinician 

(e.g. Frozen Gloves, No Ice Chips, Ensure patient has taken pre-med, See Patient Handout).   

4. Yellow note types are specific to providers and can include guidance in ordering (Ex: Book 

Chemotherapy education appointment, Book for IVAD placement, Ensure antiviral 

prophylaxis ordered in certain protocols).  

 

NOTE: These orders may not be available to select within the Chemotherapy 

treatment plan and will therefore need to be ordered via the Orders page within the 

Provider View. 
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Placing an order for an Oncology Regimen  

1. Click on the Add  icon to right of Orders in the menu tab from the Provider view.  Add Orders 

page opens. 

2. Click on the PowerPlans, Chemotherapy folder.  

 

3. Select the appropriate disease/tumor group folder. 
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4. Click on the treatment intent folder based on the plan you wish to order.  

 

You will find all of the Regimens and PowerPlans for that disease/tumor site group and treatment 

intent.  

5. Select the Regimen  or PowerPlan you wish to order.  

6. Select the (  ONC BR BRAJACTT) Regimen for the purposes of this activity.  The Add Regimen 

window will open. 
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7. Select a date. 

You will be required to enter an estimate start date/time. Use the drop down arrow to access the 

calendar and select a date or you can enter a value for the day, week(s), or month(s) field will 

automatically calculate the correct estimated start date and time from today.  

8. Click OK.  The Pretreatment Plan window will open. 

 
WARNING: This is the READY TO TREAT date which will be used for reporting purposes. 

 

 

Pre-Treatment Plan  

When a pre-treatment PowerPlan has been designed, you will find the Pre-treatment PowerPlan listed before 

the first cycle of the Regimen. Pre-treatment PowerPlans include orders for labs, diagnostics, and/or 

prescriptions needed prior to the first cycle of Chemotherapy.  
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1. Click Start to order the Pre-treatment plan. The Add Plan window will open.  

 

 

2. Confirm plan details including est. start date and time. 

3. Click OK. 

 

4. Select the Baseline Lab phase of the Pre-treatment plan. 
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5. Notice that the If clinically indicated: labs are initially excluded. If you want to include these labs 

within the treatment plan, select the order by checking the box  next to the order.  

REMEMBER: When you sign the lab orders a lab requisition will print that you can provide to the patient 

to present to the lab at a future date.  

 

 

 

NOTE: You can filter the Orders to only display the selected orders by clicking on the funnel 

icon . 

 

6. Click on the Diagnostics phase of the Pre-treatment plan.  

7. If clinically indicated, order a diagnostic exam to be completed prior to cycle 1 of treatment by clicking 

in the  to select that order.  

 



Ordering Oncology Chemotherapy Regimens/PowerPlans      

 

Last update: April 5, 2018 9  |  17 

 Cycle 1: 

1. Click ONC BR BRAJACTT:   the Regimen header to return to the Regimen view.  

2. Click Start to order cycle 1 of treatment. 

 

3. Confirm the estimate start date and time for Cycle 1.  

4. Click OK. 
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5. Click on the Chemotherapy Phase of Cycle 1.  

 

The Ok to Proceed with Treatment and the Proceed With Treatment based on Blood Work From 

order that appears before the pre-chemo metrics section are excluded orders (not pre-selected).  

Select an order if a patient does not meet specified criteria for labs or other treatment parameters and 

you want to communicate to Nursing and Pharmacy to proceed with treatment.  

 

The Pre-Chemo Metrics section contains lab indicators including reference range appropriate for the 

organization.  

If the patient had their labs drawn at a Cerner site the results will populate underneath the indicator for 

the clinician to review.  

 

 

NOTE: You will find two different instances of Neutrophil(s) lab. This is due to discrepancies in 

outside lab vendor reporting Neutrophil vs Neutrophils. 

 



Ordering Oncology Chemotherapy Regimens/PowerPlans      

 

Last update: April 5, 2018 11  |  17 

 

The Pre-Medication section contains planned clinic orders for the Nurse to document self-administration. 

The prescription orders for the pre-medications will be placed outside of the plan in via the Orders 

page in the Provider View.  

Select any additional Pre-Medications desired here and complete missing required details if needed.  

 

Scroll down to view the Treatment Regimen section of the Chemotherapy phase. Recall from previous 
learning you will be required to use the dosing calculator to confirm dosing for weight based drugs.  
 

Double click on the dose calculator icon  to access the dosing calculator. For additional reference 
information on dose calculator refer to “Oncology – Dosing Calculator” QRG. 

 

 

NOTE: If a drug has multiple order sentences it will be indicated with a drop down arrow. Choose 

the most clinically appropriate dose in this scenario. Below is a screenshot of an example when 
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you might see this. 

 

 

 

6. Click on the Next Cycle Lab phase.   Continue reviewing the plan by reviewing labs ordered to be 

collected before the next cycle.  

Select any additional labs required if needed.  
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7. Click on the Diagnostics phase of cycle 1 and select diagnostics required before the next cycle. 

 

8. Click on the Scheduling phase to review the orders to schedule the patient for treatment and follow 

up clinic visit.  

9. Double click on the order Infusion chemotherapy Visit to view more details. 

 

 The Scheduling Priority field is defaulted to “Routine” however you can use the drop down menu 

to change if there is a more urgent need to schedule the patient for treatment. This should not 

be adjusted for Cycle 2 onwards; scheduling clerks will be taught to schedule according to the 

protocol schedule requirements. 

 

 To add special scheduling instructions type comments here. 
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 The Alternate Scheduling Location drop down menu can be used if the patient needs to be 

scheduled at an alternate location.  

 

 

 The clinic Follow-Up visit will default to Day prior to start of next cycle. Use the drop down menu to 

change the follow-up appointment request. 

 

10.  You have reviewed each phase within cycle one.  

11. Click Orders for Signature  Review the orders. 

12.  Click Sign and refresh screen.  
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NOTE:  The Dosage Calculator requires a current weight; cancel the pop-up calculator if not required. 

13. Click on the Regimen Header  to return to the Regimen view.  

14. Click once on the  icon next to the plan name to expand or collapse the Regimen view.  

15. You can see the Pre-treatment Plan and Cycle 1 have been ordered and are now in a future and 

planned state.  

 

Prescription Ordering 

There are three different scenarios in which you will order Oncology prescriptions:  

1. Non-Chemo Prescriptions outside of an Oncology Plan (such as antiemetics and/or pre-meds) will 

be ordered from the Orders page in the Provider View.  

The prescription requisition will print upon signing to provide to the patient. 

2. Prescription only plans will be ordered as a PowerPlan, printed, and signed by the prescriber (BR 

BRAVTAM).  

For some plans you will see an arrow  indicating multiple ordering options for that drug. 
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3. Combined Oral/IV protocols- A separate Prescriptions phase has been designed including the oral 

prescription which is set to auto-print at signing of the plan.  

There will be a yellow provider reminder note in the Chemotherapy phase to direct them to the 

Prescriptions phase to review/order the oral component. (LYCHOPR) 

 

 

Related Topics 

 Ordering Chemotherapy, Oncology Regimens and Powerplans, Day of Treatment Actions within an 

Oncology Powerplan, Oncology Prescription written content combined with Oncology - Ordering a 

Chemotherapy Regimens (per Sadie) 
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Related Positions 

 Oncology Provider, Nurse Practitioner, GPOs, GPs 

 Key Words 

 Ordering Oncology Chemotherapy Regimens and Powerplans 


